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BY THE BEST WRITERS

CRAZY RIVER BRIDGE
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By ARTHUR K. AKERS

PV'f 34,6 ftec.u Stl" u8'"'! traln nosslb!e wafl annulled and the Hero tho big passenger engine that he light of conflict. Lanterns flashed notlzed Into backing over on It to help was carried far out over tho river by beneath the yellow river. A tremcn
to Shelm.rr, hv A Hrinnin 1 7' ww w m, ,0 oTernowiBg. At cart asKert Bancroft for was waiting wctly hero and there. Shouts, the hold It down while
from headquarter. It wm the night J VT Creaklnf? of cars' thr p,,mnK a,ld whls' rrossln' wasRising faster , ,Am v,bf tho RAVAnth Hnv nf nlmnst unrnmlt. . putting "Praise Wlnd'3 be- - tllnr nf Ihn lnmn,nllvn9 nr... nn1. fn rr,,1 Tl,

Fifty-fou- r

tlin linnle
sicam-snove- i worn at Mon ca cot- - hirj ... hi. . i.i . " . V . . . " . . . . . . " """

Vi". Ti J tlnK 0llt rock M l"'i5 bo aloft by the wind and bo again berorc ttio approaeu or sound liko tho soughing of the bcaton. II a and shoulders bowed
the" Crazy Rh-c- r had been Ktlfylng " elneer. 011v" McCuliough. as tended In tho mad tumult all about, tho cars of stone that shot through the through a thousand, thousand pines, beneath tho bitterness of the Mow
ta name, rising In leaps and bounds, 0n lts heels came another: "Durban they out through the Ercat 'an' Beyond, lit by the lightning and tho light of tho fires and out on to tho not loud yet seeming to dominate all addition to benumbing weariness

by raging tributaries In the hills, reports dam tnat cowere(1 dripping and almost head-light- s tho and the scarce-Interrupte- others, and AnotherSed gone out on head- - on engines, were tho bridge, grow grew. light- - there settled upon him a leadenwas gloom in the sky. gloom In waters Can you possibly come? Ma- - sorted the storm. The headlight vast dlra nncsj ot tho hr,igc and tho fight was In progress once more. nlng revealed tho peril. Just cloud tho conviction that down under(he heart of the bridge and roadway honey. only sent its half tho usual dis- -ray wlld tumbling, foaming, waters of On tho storm-swep- t bank Shelburn. above the bridge, stretching from bank tho flood lay part of his best and
the Crazy: over all tho flying clouds with anxiety for his lad gnawing to bank, a great wave boro down on It. of a more priceless thing,

- and the writhing blur of and unceasingly at his soul, set his face Tho Durban had como. reputation. Only an engineer can

' I'm proud of you, my own big man "

and tho faco
train be

until the lessened.

at Junction. Shelburn nodded In
token of understanding and took com- -

nen. Landslides threatened where The Durban dam gone! Tho chief tanco Into the wind-ridde- deUB0 rnand while Mahoney sought out an en-the- y

did not fall, washouts came with- - Rino t0 take hlm back t0 DamascusRroaned. Sixty-on- e miles above the and the soaking road bed was
SL'nrnwn; fflj ho!rranttn br'B" " had held back the waters ot none too good: but It was a race be- - 'notion, where ho could have copies

woVBhChMS the North Fork. Now two hours tween Shelburn and the flood and the f the bridge specifications ready to

not at all. At his great bridge tho crest of tho greater flood would bo stake was great. Oliver took chances forward to tho builders should the
the Crazy, Mahoney, his young assist- - Upon the scene of tho battle where ho never took before. Ho prayed to Proat structure go out. Borne down

Jor'twdavs11 work,nB and watch,nB already there was a scant seven feet tho saints that Vinson, in tho des- - falnt,y on ,ne came the 80un(1 of

bet" foam-creste- d patcher's chair, had a with which h1 Sovel ,0Sen
Three other bridges had the river

wrested from the railroad. With tho waves and the ties. to clear tho way him and strove r0CK Ior . , ' ...
loss of the third Holcomh had brought Could he come? For ten minutes Intently seo further into the luml- - As tno cn,pf watched n sinking
from the west a bronzed man who he fought lt out wlth himself. Hoi- - nous wall of gray that steadily re- - another mattress tho operator handed

Bmi t ft?n CBtrLm r8 I ?th li ISvm cc""h s already on the way, Down treated before him. For tho rest ho hlln a damp.wlltcd bit of paper. He

and pair ot ?alls through Tho there at tho river they needed him. could only blindly to the "stand- - " cm up to it to read. "Not

desert past the cataracts of tho Nile. His bridge needed him. Yet dearer to luck of an Irishman." Ninety B0 Fcver rlslnB- - wllt w,ro
Th!s was Shelburn, and he had hold apain in flftccn minutes." Ho thrustnira than all his beloved bridges were minutes tho three men in the cab
tSS n1XriLftS the ,l,tlelad overhoad nnd h,s rather. through tho storm with death 11 lnt ''Is pocket and the man stood
icross haS Ho owed than he but the the " e to shout yet more ill news,

U. Spring after spHng it more did the never faraway, wires and
jono stark raving crazy, tearing tooth road. Then one illuminated In- - luck and tho rails held, and as they "p"ot Junction says Fifty-fou- r ran hy
nd claw at abutment and plor, foam- - stant he saw with clearness tho con- - rounded a the first signs of the the boan' thero ln tho Btorm- - she'n

feVSm i."mt4iv ml nunt "ences to thousands of others, the strugglo lay before them. tho M ra,nute now"
Sever in Se memory oJf the oldest suffering bodily and mentally that would Yor a distance back from tho shc'b 'ssued as fast as h"
brosslng-flagraa- n had there been a follow tho breaking of the railroad's bridge tho tracks wore congested with co"'d make hlrase,f heard. Ono man
Kveek like the past one. Never had tho nne, Ho rccognized the Immutable Btallcd trains, while on the sidings of ran hold up the dozen cars of stone

K'wSnlnt neOw,0And hf 'aw of "10 ralIs. that co,,'e what may tho storage yard their engines that were about to bo pushed out on

from the upper reaches of thedriver must be kept open; only to feel had been pressed Into service to nan- - the southbound track to help weight

Joreboded ominous things. anew that ho could not leave at such die material cars. Atlantlcs, Pacifies, tho structure against the rush of tho

The chief himself should he there; a time. "Don't go away. Daddy. I'm moguls, consolldateds, and a little four-- Durban flood, another to get the way
--only one thing could keep him away, afraid," were the child's words when wheeler a local, worked lmpar- - cleared tho passage of tho Mall
fell' Unv son whZ cSdflnJer nR 1,ad ,fift """ a fcw moments before, tlally at their lowly when she should bo over. Tho waves

Almost touching The crisis would and now his brain was filled with Carried along almost without effort were on a level with the bridge ties
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rain. like a mask to hide suffering and Clean and It swept the bridge, know in tho fullest tho
At tho telegraph shanty near watched the battle, directing the re- - heavily loaded cars were whirled of a loss. Instinctively the othprs

the Shelburn paused long enougli pulse of tho enemy. More cars oE and tumbled about and smashed drew from him as though wero
for tho news from home and to leave broken stone wero pushed out on tho against the girders. The water poured Indecent to look boldly upon the
Instructions as to finding him. Tho embankment where muddy, half-- over tho embankment, tore reslstlcssly strong man's and defeat,
boy was still holding his As drowned men fought the raging stream at the earthwork and flooded the rails
he turned to leave he camo to desperately with earth and rock and far back tho bridge. Fires were The Crazy swept on through
faco his assistant. Hatlcss was huge mattresses of brush. put out and tho men driven to the great gap In tho Tho sun burst
Mahoney, water pouring off his leather hurrying, anxious figure struggled higher ground. previous flood- - through the clouds and the crests of
clothing, four days' growth of beard through the press, seeking tho Chief, stage had as a spring freshet to tho river hills wero touched with
on his chin, living In a world that It was tho operator, with news that this one. Four times Its usual width glory, but Shelburn did not see. His
for forty-eigh- t hours had consisted tho wires were gone to tho south, and flowing feet above tho tracks face was gray beneath grime as

of a bridge and an Insane river. "Message coming for you when they on the bridge, tho Crazy made he swung up Into the cab of McOil-"Than- k

the Lord, you've come!" he failed," ho added. "I only got two assault upon tho thing It hated, lough's engine and engineer,
shouted his chief's ear through words of It, 'Laddie Is,' before they Grim and awful was tho strugglo now peering Into it, knew how ho would
hands held trumpet-wise- . In the same were lost." in which the human allies of tho look when he was old. Oliver said
fashion he outlined the situation. The Better no word at all than those bridge could only watch and wait. It nothing there was absolutely nothing

from tho broken dam had not which meant tho scales had turned, must mako Its fight alone nnd tho to say and he reached for thro'Mn
yet reached them, hut tho rails wero but gavo no hint of whether they worn-ou- t men slept wherever they and sand-rod- . Twice the steam ha-- l

now only three feet above tho water, stood for life or death. Everything dropped down on tho rain-soake- d shot hissing out through the -- yilnrtT
On this side the river was eating at faded from the big engineer's vision ground, sprawling grotesquely like the cocks when the mud-covere- unkempt
the bank as though trying to leave except a woman who was needing him dead on a battle-field- . Against the figure of the operator bore, down on
bridge stranded over tho old channel as sho licnt over a child in whom fast-grayin- g sky In the east Shelburn the engine, leaping the prnstrni forr.r-whil-

It flowed through a new one. their very heart-string- s were bound up. loomed largo he waited for an en- - of the weary sleepers a he ran M

Brush mattresses were being sunk "Allah, be merciful to me a coward!" Kino to be sent down to bear him sage for .Mr. Shelburn!' Ii" n"" a
under the weight of tons of earth and ho groaned. "I can't stand this. I've home. downpour had ceased and he grasped the hand-hol- d

rock along tho threatened railway em- - Rot to go back to them and know." tho wind wa3 dying away. New fires tender.
that was tho approach to Heaven earth careened anil blazed and smoked feebly because of "Yes, know," said the CM '

tho bridge. On a slight elevation two rocked and were split asunder by a wet fuel. The Chief found his mus- - as he took it. "The boy'? ( i '

hundred yards the linemen wero holt of lightning that made all things cles rigid and his jaw aching with couldn't lived through th ni.T':.-bus-

with a shed for the telegraph in- - lighter than day. of blue tiro his sympathetic tension at the strain I knew that when came."
Btruments. The present location would skipped over tho wind-lashe- waters he knew the bridge was enduring. It Tho telegrapher gave him a rlo- -

be unsafe when tho came. Al- - and from point to point of tho steel- - was as though he beheld the agony of searching glance as he dronpr
ready engines from side-tracke- d trains work of tho bridge. For one little weariness of some vast dumb animate "Better read It," lie suggested,

up the lino had been cut loose moment the wind died and a great Thing. When Shelburn looked up from t'..i

and sent down to the river to bring far-of- f murmur was heard that carried Relentlessly the swollen river hurled paper he discovered that wa tW

as far as Monica the' stalled a. monstrous nameless menace in its itself the sifi'-mr- Never a most, beautiful day since the tvnrll
trains at the bridge. On the other sldo sound. Then came the thunder, peal second's rest did it as the swilling began. For the first time ho notie--- .

of the stream Number Fifty-fou- r, tho on peal, booming, echoing, rumbling, waters gtiovo overwhelm rend that Oliver and his fireman were thf
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probably come this night the doctors their piteous appeal. by the galo at his back, Shelburn an" m "jrineuu wm uiH cubiucoi-
said, so the Chief Engineer was re- - tipU nn,i fn.ih lm fnr m. walked ranldlv nast a freight train prayed that sho would cross before a
(SSn "ifv wi0TrnWi.vhi2?vinhB0 fnxl' W " then ho mounted the then the local passenger, another wall of water should sweep the rails.

. , , . . - . V. tl.nt din nnrthlinnnH trnrlf w.19
etles, yet outwardly calm, master of ui rawroau biock ior two gen- - in-iiii-

, a iruiu iriBnienen uawung - -
fcimself and his emotions. Every few erallons was tho woman who met him cattle, and a long string of sober-hue- d bclnK blocked by a freight whoso rear
minutes there enmo to him echoes or at their head. Bred in her was all tho Pullmans. Just back of theso last was "Bhts could bo seen Biowiy advancing
Inn X hiS'with1! BrteeDrtaenn mvin ("'iet bo'olsra of tno women whos8 the private car of a great singer. Art- - over lt, there was no to

t .room Ibove Again the i bell rang. Tnen are tho servants of tho Traffic, lata, passengers, brutes, send an engine across in safety to stop

i.hirv hk i Rtin riflini? M. Slio know something of the havoc he- - awaited alike the mad will of tho river Fifty-fou- r on tho farther side. Then
Ifconey," was the message. Scarcely Ing wrought, and in grave eyes sho that would not let them across. Aa tho red lights halted and tho
bad the door closed Deroro tho tele- - rca(1 the anRwer t0 tho question In her Shelburn hurried down tfie tracks he other Rll0ro lnoro Bl"1,10nly "ashed the
nVintiA Tuna pnllinrr I m cs r. ... i 1 .. 1 . innn n n t.nnriiinut

Srillv own- - ca"B,lt abovo 11,0 roar ot tho Kalfi an,I 0"ul"" H"w "' '"'that Pino Creek
leorgo sTx mi7es

n
"Tell office tho tho which the rain fell like a thousandof track that had been the despatched every angry waters wonderful volco

'under water all day had gono nut hour how ho Is," ho said, "and they of tho singer ln her car. Something darting spears of silver light. Slowly,

along with a nign wooaen tresue. wnl lcl 1n0Wi If tho worst should of tho spirit of tho night was In her Bteauny, uie long urow across mo

ZSJTln'VwM como I can back in an hour or two. soul as sho sang. "Die Walktlro" on bridge, her bell tolling dismally. Shel- -

mt il Shelburn's bridge held the main Good-bye- , little girl." And In a great the river-ban- In the storm whore men b"' 'ht B "f " "'
line would be kept open. rush of tenderness he bent over her. nnd Nature fought In prlmoval rage right-han- d side or her engines cab

At seven o'clock came the news. To tho verv fullest sho understood, for the nosscsslon of a brldiro! Tho as 8nn Passc"- - ,,n" auerwani ne Know
feet. Still rising. Have ordered Kor ono passionate moment sho clung engineer's head went up as though he that ono of thorn was dead, (he body

Unction"0 AloVwithU to hlm. n she looked up Into heard a call to battle nnd. half t.ellov- - ' 'd "Pan" BtorllnK who had died on
asma note from Bancroft' saying Umt fine strong face. "I'm proud of you, Ing. his eyes swept the Inky clouds " engine. Like ono of tho lords of
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Beyond, lit by tho lightning and tho headlights on the engine,

were tho vast dim lines of tho bridge

the wires were still good as far as tho my own big man," she said softly, for sight of tho Valkyries riding In ol" ""0!,B uol,"-- s wuro Bel 111 lno nGa"
.bridge, but were gone beyond Pilot ..Now g0 Lacldio and I will come thunder. of tho ,eaBt' Pap was raaklnB hls 'ast

ffi'fenS beautifully." Then she In sheltered spots ahead fires run home through the night and tho
TaLn iLJlwriXJSa. heinert him mn hia crent. mhbnr coat Bnnm(,,i wi,OPft wnMia nf onffeo for the tempest. With quickening speed the shaking the solid ground beneath lt. limb from limb this man-mad- e treat- - handsomest men had Mield
by 'furious gusts of wind. The wet and ho was out in tho night workers wero kept boiling. Swirling ears whipped past nnd were lost to But In that moniont's comparative uro that ventured to opposo them, and that tho big engine's thunderous
branches of a treo creaked nnd beat i,,mha torn from trees by tho galo smoko from tho engines drovo horl- - 8B't In "10 darkness nnd driving icalm Shelburn caught the significance Down beneath tho surface there was a exhaust were singing exultantly, "Lad- -

against tho house as though In ngony. impcicM his progress; street-lamp- s v0ntniv ,rom fhoir Htack through the rain. The Mall was over and the flood of tho muffled roaring. mighty trembling of truss and beam, dlo is safe. Lad-di- tl unfo!"
?Ielh.!;ad,WHr.?Bv f nin w "J wero out, their wires down in the gen- -

(ii..- - hurried to nnd fro, was yet to como. The tall-light- s or; "Whistle tho men off tho bridge!" Like nn artillery fusillade came tho "Cod! What a Mfreus nightmare

uiun iiku nuuu.
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Xcles'ndlng hfs th'o breathiess. tense-faced- , the bridge receded rapidly now. Thr; ne yelled to the engineer of a passing snapping of bolts and rods. The su- - It all was." he sai4 himself as they

driving rain, stumbling nnd groping In from head to foot, their eyes red from engineer on the freight, whom, In spite locomotive, nnd. as other engines perstructuro parted from the piers, fled homeward thtwsyrh the gloriou''
the darkness, ho reached tho station, loss of Bleep and burning with tho of orders, "Stubby" Sullivan had hyp- - Joined In. a wild chorus of warning poised for a moment, and slid slowly freslmes tf Smer's morning


